


Preparing Ground

PREPARING THE SITE

There should be a gap of at least three months between the start of site preparation and the
laying of turf or the sowing of seed. This may seem a long time but there are a number of jobs to do
and the soil must be given time to settle before the final smooth surface is ed. Work should
start in early summer for autumn sowing or turfing.

sTEP1 Get down to bare earth
If you have moved into a new hou: clear away the bricks, rubble, rubbish and piles of subsol
SPRING laft by the builde
OR The new |.1a\.n|'.\|-m.| oy 14 ik of wi and gra F .digo
EARLY laftin the s L dstool problem later on, Next, dig ou
SUMMER M s and then treat the area with
Think carefully f g any trees withint proposed lawn area Troes and lawns roal
nol go together — see page 6.

STEP 2 Grade the site (omit this step if levelling is not required)
fnfpu.rragoﬂl rading : - i the site so that the approximate final level is
ned. Note that the law: e 10 be perfectly horizontal — a slight slope will help
EARLY r| aln go. Howaver it should be |e 1t any bumps and hollows — gentle undulations are
SUMMER coptabla in a large lawn but are out of place in a small plot

HOW TO OBTAIN A LEVEL SURFACE

GRADING A SITE WITH MINOR BUMPS AND HOLLOWS
Do not shave off the tops of the bumps to 1l the hollows uniess the lopsoll is deep. It is betterio
bring In topsoil from alsawhere In the garden or 1o buy a load for this purpose.

GRADING A SITE WITH MAJOR BUMPS AND HOLLOWS

FAemove the topsoil and stack it at a convenient po b ations with the
When the desired level has bean oblained, reg On a unt should subsoil
brought 10 the surface, If the topsoil lay \Ih.ulblnc“ sII\:ck buy a load or two from a
local suppiler,

GRADING A SLOPING SITE

Suboil

Soll A is moved 1o its new
position in B4n. layors
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STEP 3

SUMMER

STEP 4

SUMMER

Drain the site (Omit this step if the site does not waterlog)

Good drainage is essantial for a first rate lawn, and it is fortunate that thorough digging and the
addition of sail ilnprpvo:s (500 S:agﬂ 4 below) all that is mqmmd for moat soils. You may be
unfortun ate encugh to have & which ‘sclnyey and where water remains on the surface after
heavy rain, Somae lorm of drainage is essential here, or the lawn will rapidly deteriorate.

It levelling Is undertaken, put in the drainage system whan grading (Step 2). If levelling is not
necessary, put in the drainage system when digging (Step 4). Simple systems are described
below — tile drainage is elaborate and costly,

SIMPLE DRAINAGE SYSTEM FOR A SLOPING SITE

Construct one or mara -
soakaways al the 21y
lowest part of T Py
the site. el 6 i1, layor of topsoil
mall siones.
Qi1 af toarsa sand

gy 21 tayor of rubble — large

stones, brokan bricks, afc.

SIMPLE DRAINAGE SYSTEM FOR A LEVELLED SITE

Balore replacing the topsoil after grading, spread a layer of rubble on the subsoil and press it
well down. Add a layer of grit or coarse sand and then replace the topsaoll

ey i liyee of topsail
g 210 I3y all stones,
and

arit or coarse
&in. layor of rusble

Ty ol

TILE DRAINAGE SYSTEM — EFFECTIVE, BUT EXPENSIVE

Very faw gardens warrant the costly and elaborate system of laying drainpipes in gravel-lined
tunnals, but It is undoubtedly the best method of draining a site which has a subsoil of
imparvious clay.

Dig the site
Digging should ba done with a fork or spad L ing if the topsoil
shallow. Do not bring up the subsoill — if there is @ - of should buy &
1 o fwo of make up 1he deficit. The right time to dig is controlled by the weather — the soil
! be reasonably dry. Depending on the soil type, the addition of sand or peat may ba
necessary at this siage.
If you are not used o digging, the cultivation of an averag d plot can be
n dangerous If you are nol fit. Col B ng a mechanical cultiva
nffective as a fork or spade b inly bt less tiring. Whicl
the roots of pere veeds should be removed as the work proceeds,

HEAVY SOIL LIGHT S0IL
Work in at least Eslnuil 1 Work In about 7 Ib of
whan digging. If subsail " | per 5g, yard when
the trench 1o the full urulh of the n-nngs g




STEP5 Break down the clods
If the clods left alter digging are no
later and rlawn wi

SUMMER O

otrample the
y metal raki

Firm the sil

L

Fallow the site
il f fa g

ile preparal
gularl ring th
Alternalive

Get the site ready for sowing or turfing
JUST sI:rulllall.lse a :J;n.-‘.n‘"hr :-Ilna!
BEFORE ; 1o check
SOWING

OR
TURFING




Sawing Seed

To reach the stage of the final seed bed takes a lot of hard work and patience. In contrast, secd
sowing is a simple and straight forward task, but carelessness at this stage can undo all vour hard
work

he most important pitfall is buying a poor seed mixture which will inevitably lead to a
disappointing result. You can do this by purchasing a ‘bargain’ mixture, full of broad-leaved
Perennial Ryegrass, or you can buy a perfectly good seed mixture . . , which just happens to be
quite wrong for your particular needs and situation. Avoid the pitfall of buying the wrong seed
by reading the section below before you go shopping.

Seed Mixtures Typical Blends

Thate is no such thing as the perfect seed

mixture for avery siluation — the right one for

you will depend on the type of lawn you have in

mind {luxury or utility grade) and the type of site

:::ﬁt;a}n in the ga {shady. sunny, clayey LUXURY GRADE
= MIXTURE

Don't be swayed by pretty pictures, pratty B parts

names of glowing sales messages. Aead the Chewings Fescue

package carelully to make sure that it mests .

youf needs. Il you have decided on a luxury lawn

(see page 9, then you will want a mixture of

Fescues and Bonts. You will not find much

varlation hiere — most of the mixtures available

are similar to the formula given on the right, 1part

Utility Grade Mixtures, on the other hand, vary Browniop
enormously, Basically they consist of a mixture
of fine-leaved and coarser grasses drawn from
the species listed on pages 10-14. Remembar
that the more axpensive mixtures can usually
be relied upon to contain bettar varieties than
he cheaper blends

It has long bean the practice 1o divide Unility
Grade Mixtures into cheap blends containing
Perennial Ryograss and distinctly superior
blends which contain no Parennial Ayegrass.
The racent introduction of the dwarf and fine.
Isaved varisties of Parennial Ryegrass, such as
Hunter and Manhatian, make this division less
¥5. Asimple rule to follow if
you want a top guality ulility lawn is to avold a
mixture conlaining Parennial Ryograss uniass 1 part
the package makes it quite clear thal a low- Browniop
grawing, line-leaved variety of this grass has
been used.

UTILITY GRADE
MIXTURE
{with Ryegrass)

3

Smooin-stalked
Meadow grass

UTILITY GRADE SHADY SITE
MIXTURE MIXT

[withoul Ryegrass)
4 part;
h d
Meadow grass

2 parts
Cronping Red
Fescuo

3 part:
Ghewings Fescus

6 Sow the seed

>

sand right
o

Buy sufficient seed to allow an application
rate of 1-1% oz per s5q. yard. Lower rates
may mean thal the lawn remains thin and
sparse for an unnecessarlly long time —
highar rates increase the risk of damping off
{see page 80).

Gonlly rake the surface soll in straight lines
80 that very shallow furrows are produced
Shake the box or bag of seed thoroughly and
weigh oul the amount required to covar the
site — remamber you will have to sow about
3in. beyond the edge of the linal size of ©

lawn you have planned. Next, divide the s
into four equal parts and then sow
as evenly as possible — see the illystration
By sowing in guarters the errors of distribu
tion and the chance of missed patches arg
reduced. Instead of broadcasting the seed
by hand, a distributor can be used. In this
ase apply hall the seed across and the
ar hall up and down the site

o Protect the sown seed

The two immaediate enemies are water short-
age and bir To help combat the first

spring-tine rake to pa

not try to bury them of ¢

patchy. Rolling the seed be

used 1o be recommended. Don

The second problem can i

The use of bird rapellant by the see

will have reduced the risk of birds using the
seed as a source of food, but it will no
prévent birds from using the se #
dust bath. The answer I8 1o cri
strands of black thread 3 or 4 inch

Time of sowing

Autumn

Time taken for shoots 1o appear

2 woaks

2=3 woeks

I your site is sither particularly clayey of very
sandy, check that the mixture is suliable for
such a situation or buy a tailor-made blend
There are mixlures lor shady sites, but culting
higher and loss frequently than normal ara mora
impartant here than buying a special mixture,

Seed Carpels
Grass seed embedded in a fibfous of plastic mat has been
available for many yoars, but hose grass-seed carpats
have nover become popular. They are sasy to lay, but they
have 1o be anchored securely after laying and thay ars of
COUrE MOfe expensive than ordinary sesd

© Feed the soil

5 the plot has been recently led

y 2 0z of Growmaore per 5. yard about a weak bafore

the final preparation of the seed bed (Stage B, page 81, Lightly rake into the sur

e Choose the right day

The bes e of the year is early or mid-September when the soil is still warm and the chanceof a

water-sharlage problem is declining. April
necessary if the summer is dry, and watering

Choosing the right day is also importan

awing is often successful but watering will be

s a tricky oparation on the newly-sown
The lop of the soil should be dry with mei il just

balow the surface. Delay sowing if mud is sticking to your boots. The waather should be fine and

calm,

The seedlings will appear 7~ 21 days after sowing. If rain has not fallen lor several days at the
time of germination you may have (o water the plot, Take care to do this very gently — use a fing
rosad watering can or a lawn sprinkler which a fine spray. A coarse spray may wash the
seedlings out of the ground.

When the grass is 2or Jinches high, remeove any stones and then gantly sweep away worm casts
and leaves on a day when the surlace (s dry. Follow this with a light rolling using the back roller
of a cylinder mower with the cutter head held high. This treatment firms the soll lifted by the
germinating grass and encourages the seedlings to produce new shoots

After a few days the shoots will once again be erect and the time has come for the first &

the top Vi inch of the grass should be removed and the mower blades

sidewheel mower, a rotary mower of a roller mower with tha frant roller removed. On an autu
sown site no further cutiing will be required until the spring — on a spring-sown site regular
mowing will be necessary and the biades should be gradually lowered

@ Take care of the new lawn
Although the young grass may look healthy and vigorous, the new lawn should be tended
carefully and not subjecteda haavy tratfic for 12 months after sowing. Water carafully whan
necessary, and keep a careful walch for disease right from the beginning. Weeds can be an
additional problem — see pages 80-81 lor the diagnosis of and cure for new lawn troubles,
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Laying Trurf

The disadvantages of turf compared with seed as a method of producing a new lawn are both
obvious and important. Good turves are expensive and hard to find, and you can never be sure of
getting just the grasses you want unless you invest in seeded turf. So the golden rule is to make
sure you get value for money by examining a sample before you buy and then examining the
turves at laying time

Turves can be obtain or of sizes, ranging from 1 sq. foot to 1 sq. vard, with 1ft x 3 ft
as the most popular Turfing is heavy work, but it has an attraction which for many
outweighs all of the disadvantages — the bare seil is transformed into a ‘finished lawn' in the
span of a few hours.

Cheapest of all an.! n) far tha most popular ty)
Meadow turl. Unfortunately the farmer's o
good grass is alrnc.s. completely opposed to m;-
needs of the gardener, and there may be hardly any
lawn grasses present, Good quality Meadow turf
can produce a hard-wearing utility lawn, bul poor
quality Meadow turf merely provides & sea of weed
grasses. Obiain a sample belore you buy It — il this
5 not possible, tell the supplier that you expect
wn turf and not rough grassland

The tur! covering the South Downs is made up
almost entirely of line-leaved grasses, and Down-
land turf is much b 1 the ordinary Meadow

est of allis Parklund lurf, stripped from a

tose 1o your home
u‘CnmhnlInndluri (808 .n..n'shm"url' as
2 best of all type |

from sall marshes. and is c_omuo
Fad Fescue and L,roen-nr Bent. Unforiun
difficuli & ‘..iﬂ-l\«"urnlul-ﬂdslnl
habitat and nearly del 18 quite
rapidly in the h rancs of the & .

THE SIGNS OF GOOD TURF

nifarm colour
o Lawh grasses
il

Seeded Turl

eared o the amateut market in
used for et af year;

Mature grass | Seedling grass
type trie

Brand available | Aolawn Bravura

Age of g | 12— 18 montha

B

Sizw of rol

Uniess fhe plo . apply 2o of Grawmon 0. yard about 8 week before
the fir n of tha pho! |Slsqfd page 91). Ligh ake into the surface

page 35

@Get the plot ready

Mark out the area 1o be turfed, using a garden line for the straight edges. Curves are more
ditficult to mark — scratch out a shallow drill with a stick and fill this boundary line with sand

OGet the turf ready

Standard turves {11t x 3 1) will be rolled up when delivered 1o you. Laying Id take place as
s00n as possible after deliv - turf can deteriorate quite quickly.

If the turf is to be laid

I the turt is to be laid
within 3 days of delivery

more than 3 days after delivery

6 Choose lhe right day

The best time of the year is O srmbar. but turfing can continue ¢

provided that the soil is neith terloggaed. You can turf in March

will mean regular watering w

turves and death of the roots.

i hucs-ﬂg"‘t-r-l_]h. y is also important, Laying turf in the rain is a filthy job, so pick a lin
the soil Is reasanably dry

@ Lay the first row of turves

1) START wiy
wa

piaca of 1urf a1 the




LAYING TURF continved

0 Finish laying the turves

© Fill the cracks

OMMment heav
all inta

1
& alter laying.

@ Trim the edges

s 1o start ih
high, so only th
b

&
or bumps and he
lawn i




Synthetic Lawn

THE
SYNTHETIC
LAWN

sample: from a1 muhpr of suppli 3
others look nothing like grass. Sy i ' pL'I'\‘ii\t‘ costi
vour living-room carpet, but the ch p\.nrtq mnhc i

Once you hav '
pre
their turf can
an adhe
cut to fit qum- -

v from the naturs

regard synthetic turf is as a substitute for pavin
natural turf




